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Ambient air sampling canisters, such as SUMMA or SilcoCans (fused silica lined) canisters, must be 
cleaned and certified prior to use. There are many cleaning techniques analyst can use for air sampling 
canisters. Most involve pressure and evacuation steps; some include humidified air or nitrogen, others 
use dry gases; and some incorporate heat. This paper will evaluate the different techniques and develop 
proper guidelines for cleaning ambient air sampling cansiters. 
 


